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In a World gone mad, “Where is the Voice 
of Reason” was the theme of the 2018 Free-
dom Festival in Las Vegas, Nevada. A 

107-degree heatwave quite accurately reflect-
ed the fiery discussions on several panels over 
the three-day event July 11-14, 2018, covering 
healthcare, politics, a film festival, cryptocur-
rencies, and more.

NHF President Scott Tips wanted our 
NHF members to learn of the biggest threats 
to health freedom as well as the future of 
Obamacare, so I agreed to report back on 
what I saw and heard at this event. Ironical-
ly, it was healthcare sharing based on the free 
market that stands to be Obamacare’s biggest 
threat as more and more Americans opt to 
employ a patient-doctor direct model. Presi-
dent Trump’s new insurance market outside 
of Obamacare further energizes this disas-
trous sector. A national health-data system is 
required for a national healthcare system. We 
don’t want more heretofore easily hackable 
data stolen as it has been historically. NHF 
members demand secure privacy and direct 
doctor/patient interaction without interfer-
ence and regulations jacking up prices and 
in-office spying for the government database.

Freedom Fest was inspirational and en-
couraging, studded with bright minds, lead-
ers, and thought partners who “are mad as 
hell and not going to take it anymore.” We 
need innovation and the freedom to experi-
ment and break out from the old paradigm.

Patrick Byrne, CEO of Overstock.com, 
whom Wired magazine called the “Bitcoin 
Messiah, The Scourge of Wall Street,” lec-
tured that blockchain, without relying on 
institutions that can be corrupted, is the 
trump card of the classical liberal revolution. 
He notes, “For 6000 years we have relied on 
centralized institutions. Now trust is not in 
third parties, but trust is in the math, in block-
chain’s cryptographically-protected ledger.” 
The great appeal of the hotly debated cryp-
tocurrencies and the blockchain lies in their 
ability to ensure privacy and in ditching the 
middle man. Data breaches involving private 
health records are at an all-time high; so, this 
technology is highly important to both priva-
cy and health freedom.
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As far as financial freedom, which of-
ten allows for greater health choices, most 
speakers felt like Bitcoin was not a long-
term investment, but a few felt it could be 
a new standard such as gold. However, the 
Quint could be a good investment as it ful-
fills the gold-standard motif and is legal 
tender in the U.S. CloudCoin, which only 
requires an email address and smartphone 
app for true privacy, not even a bank ac-
count, is also an intriguing asset as a cur-
rency as it fulfills all of the conditions as 
the premier cloud-based cash.

Judge Andrew Napolitano gave the 
most rousing, powerful talk full of passion 
and a fascinating tour of strange historical 
events that are hard to imagine ever hap-
pened in early and modern America. His 
focus was “what if you lived in a country 
where the constitution meant nothing?” 
In today’s PC-climate where censors are 
removing some health-related posts from 
social media, Judge Napolitano reminds us 
that “Congress shall make no law abridg-
ing the freedom of speech.” The most 
important word, he added, is “the.” The 
framers of the Constitution ensure that our 
freedom to speak preexisted government. 
It stems from our humanity and Congress 
shall not interfere with this natural right.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity seems to think they can violate this 
and have made all kinds of exceptions, 
particularly where cell-phone search war-
rants are concerned. As healthcare moves 
to mobile phones, this is of grave concern. 
As our health freedoms are continually 
threatened, even the right to uncensored 
education (often found on social media), 
it is wise to refresh your knowledge of the 
U.S. Constitution and your rights. Judge 
Napolitano’s passionate discourse was so 
rich that you may wish to buy the lecture 
at https://www.freedomfest.com/audio/.

As an answer to the near-unanimous 
agreement that Obamacare is collapsing 
and that the GOP has a hard road ahead,  
healthcare sharing has emerged as another 
disruptive technology cutting out the mid-
dleman, in this case third-party interfer-

ence. Whoever said that health insurance 
was the only way to deal with healthcare? 
We need to reshape the conversation and 
engage in free-market healthcare and help 
the growth curve take off.

We are coming full circle in a “back 
to the future” move, back to direct doc-
tor-to-patient care where the free mar-
ket is allowed to set the cost basis. It is a 
great free-market movement, opting out of 
current healthcare models and restoring 
free-market solutions to solve economic 
problems. NHF will be working closely 
with companies such as www.healthexcel-
lenceplus.com hailed as a viable alternative 
to the expensive and limited choices that 
Obamacare has given us. Co-Founder Jeff 
Kanter says, “Currently over a billion dol-
lars a year are being shared in this way; 
50% in savings, maybe more.” There are 
now 39 free-market surgery centers in the 
U.S. It is taking off, still gaining traction, 
and creating transparency in the market-
place as people use social media to disclose 
their experience. In fact, some doctors are 
using Twitter feed to disclose prices. It is 
basic price discovery and patients will 
fly to whomever delivers the service they 
want at the price they want, paying cash 
directly to the doctor. Liberty Health 
Shares sharing ministries reports 250,000 
individuals are sharing medical bills to the 

extent of $25 million. This is the free mar-
ket in action solving an economic problem 
that Obamacare did not.

Embracing health freedom and right-
to-choose medicine, other presenters or 
panel participants such as former Con-
gressman and now Heartland Institute 
CEO Tim Huelskamp, Ph.D. promoted 
securing new drugs faster and at a lower 
cost in response to Trump’s “Right to Try” 
law, which attempts to break the FDA’s 
monopoly on access to new drugs. With 
$323 billion in pharmaceutical sales annu-
ally, Huelskamp says to let the individual 
decide. It takes $2.4 billion and 15 years to 
get a drug to market today. They believe, as 
does the NHF and other patient-centered, 
free market organizations, that medical 
decisions belong to the individual, not the 
government. Don’t look to government for 
answers but engage and pay attention to 
anticipate the ways they will aim to block 
innovation. NHF fights to bring back doc-
tor-patient freedom.

Among the hundreds of Freedom Fest 
attendees, there was excited and tremen-
dous interest in NHF’s flagship magazine, 
Health Freedom News, with its cutting-edge 
education and solid, scientifically re-
search-based articles as well as our partici-
pation at Codex Alimentarius at the United 
Nations level of global impact. I distributed 
all of the magazine copies that I had with 
me and wished that I had brought more.

In the new healthcare era, NHF – as 
Your Voice for Health FreedomTM – will 
continue to serve to protect your health 
and health freedom from the global are-
na while educating about real health-
care where the individual consumer is in 
charge and not their insurance company or 
a pencil-pushing medicrat making health 
decisions based on reimbursements.

The Freedom Festival can expect the 
National Health Federation’s participation 
next year. If you missed the conference, 
all of the available talks and presentations 
during FreedomFest 2018 can be purchased 
as a download, mp3, CD, or DVD (if it was 
video recorded).

Judge Andrew Napolitano gave 
the most rousing, powerful talk, 
saying: “Congress shall make 
no law abridging the freedom of 
speech.” The most important 
word, he added, is “the.” 
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